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Sustainability Policies
Environmental Leadership
· Wal-Mart’s Acres for America
· TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
· Honda Environmental Policies
· Kodak Environmental Policies
· DeBeers Environmental Policies
Legislating Sustainability
· Jurisdictional Analysis of Protecting the Environment in Canada (powerpoint presentation)
· Environment Canada
· Ontario Ministry of the Environment
· Regional Municipalities
Environmental Deregulation
· Case Study:  British Columbia
Environmental Leadership
[image: image2.emf][image: image3.emf]
Corporations can have tremendous impacts on the environment – or not much at all, depending on their policies.  For each of the corporations listed below, hypothesize the environmental impact each might have given its size, production, sales, and any other factors.  Then, read up on each company’s environmental policies or environmental initiatives that may be offsetting some of their environmental impact.
	Company
	Potential Environmental Impact
	Environmental Policies or Initiatives

	Wal-Mart
	
	

	TD Bank
	
	

	Honda 
	
	

	Kodak
	
	

	DeBeers
	
	


Environmental Leadership
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WASHINGTON, D.C. (April 12, 2005) – The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and Wal-Mart announced today a groundbreaking partnership program, “Acres for America,” which will conserve critical wildlife habitats for future generations. Wal-Mart has committed $35 million for the next 10 years to conserve at least one acre of priority wildlife habitat for every acre developed for company use. This new program is one of the largest ever public-private partnerships and the first time a company has tied its footprint to land conservation.
Acres for America will permanently conserve at least one acre of priority wildlife habitat for every developed acre of Wal-Mart’s current footprint, as well as the company’s future development over the next 10 years. This puts the minimum total acres to be protected at 138,000. Lands conserved will benefit a wide variety of wildlife, including large and small mammals, freshwater and saltwater fish, migratory and neo-tropical birds and native plants.

“Wal-Mart is the first corporation to commit to offsetting its entire developed land use for conservation,” said Max Chapman, Jr., Foundation chairman. “We introduced the concept of the offset program to Wal-Mart last year,” he said. “They were quick to say yes, and Wal-Mart’s leadership is raising the bar in conservation.”

“As partners, we are conserving wildlife habitat on a large scale to safeguard migratory corridors, breeding grounds and natural areas essential to the long-term health of America’s wildlife,” said John Berry, Foundation executive director.  The Foundation will identify key habitats throughout the country working in partnership with the nation’s local, state and national conservation organizations and public land management agencies. As part of the announcement, five leadership grants resulting from Wal-Mart’s Acres for America were named.

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation will be able to leverage Wal-Mart’s funding

to find matching grants and other funding sources, which will often provide a two-for-one or

even three-to-one acre match. The five signature projects announced today will result in the

conservation of more than 321,000 acres.

“America loses nearly three million acres of open space each year,” said Larry Selzer, president of the Conservation Fund. “It’s critical that we act now to protect some of the most important landscapes that we have left, and these areas represent the best of wildlife habitat and opportunities for outdoor recreation. The Conservation Fund is proud to work with the Foundation and Wal-Mart to leave a lasting legacy for future generations.”
“We are proud that Wal-Mart is making land conservation history, but quite simply, protecting our environment is simply the right thing to do,” said Mike Duke, executive vice president and president and chief executive officer of Wal-Mart Stores – USA. “By giving back something now, our kids, our grandkids and others will have a chance to enjoy these national treasures for years to come.”

Environmental Leadership
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Since it began in 1990, the TD Friends of the Environment Foundation has proudly supported the efforts of Canadians who are dedicated to the well-being of our environment. Some of these friends include:

· an orphaned wildlife facility that helped heal injured birds of prey and educated the community about threats to these species; 

· a "floating" classroom for 200 high school students provided a first-hand experience of ecological issues that affect our country, inspiring a new generation of environmentalists; and, 

· an urban wetland was restored to its former health attracting a diverse range of wildlife back to the city. 

How you can contribute


For as little as $1.00 a month, you can join the Friends of the Environment Foundation and lend your support to projects that will benefit your community and the Canadian environment.


As a contributor, all of your donations go toward projects supported by the TD Friends of the Environment Foundation Community Fund — so you'll be able to see results in your community. TD makes your monthly donations go further by contributing $1 million per year to the TD Friends of the Environment Foundation. In addition to this contribution TD covers management and administrative costs associated with the foundation, so your donation stays within your community.


For donations of $10 or more per year, you will receive a charitable tax receipt for your contributions. 

 Help recommend projects for funding.


As a contributor to the TD Friends of the Environment Foundation, you can become a member of your local Advisory Board and help recommend which projects are supported through your Community Fund Chapter. Throughout the year, dedicated TD Canada Trust customers and employees review applications from local groups and organizations. There are more than 110 local advisory boards across Canada. For more information, contact your TD Friends of the Environment Foundation Regional Manager for details.


The TD Friends of the Environment Foundation Community Fund considers projects that meet the following criteria: protects and preserves the Canadian environment; assists young Canadians in understanding and participating in environmental activities in local communities;       enhances co-operation among environmental organizations. 


Applications to the Community Fund are reviewed throughout the year.

For more information, check out

www.fef.ca
Environmental Leadership
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The environmental challenge is more important than ever. With more cars in the world than any other time in history, three pressing issues must be addressed: tailpipe emissions, global warming and the world's limited supply of petroleum-based fuel.

Honda made a bold entrance onto the environmental scene by introducing the CVCC Civic—the first car to pass the emissions requirement of the Clean Air Act without a catalyst. Three decades later, Honda continues to play a leading role in meeting the environmental challenge.

Honda's approach has always focused on those vehicle and fuel options we believe have the greatest real world potential. The goal is not engineering prizes or newspaper headlines. The goal is to make environmentally friendly products that our customers want to buy because the products are easy to own and fun to drive.  

Environmental Technology

Honda's environmental work is based on the efforts to advance clean and efficient technologies while continuing to develop and improve emerging technologies and alternative sources of fuel.

Increased Efficiency

In the near future, gasoline will likely remain our main source of fuel. Honda will strive to increase the efficiency of our products in order to reduce emissions and minimize dependency on oil.

Hybridization

The best of both worlds, Honda hybrid vehicles combine the performance and convenience of gas with the efficiency of electricity. 
Fuel Cells

Honda FCX vehicles, powered by fuel cells, have hit the city streets, leaving nothing behind but trails of water vapour—and admiring looks.

Local Involvement

For more than 40 years, Honda has supported programs and projects that focus on maintaining a clean and healthy environment for communities throughout the country. 
Environmental Leadership
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We, at Kodak Canada Inc., are committed to conducting our business in ways that respect the environment, including adherence to the principle of product stewardship.

Environmental protection is integral to the company’s continual improvement process, which is aimed at ensuring that we meet the expectations of our customers, employees, and the community in which our products are manufactured, marketed and used.

Environmental Principles  

Prevention of Pollution:

We will actively strive to minimize our impact on the environment by establishing objectives and targets aimed at: the minimization of waste through recycling, reduction, and reuse programs; the abatement of air emissions through monitoring and control measures; the protection of ground and surface waters through water treatment and the prevention of discharges; and the conservation of energy and resources.

Compliance:

We will meet or exceed the requirements of all applicable environmental legislation and regulations. Wherever practicable, we will also participate in voluntary government initiatives focused on reducing the environmental impact of our activities.

Customer Focus:

We will provide our customers with assistance and information in matters involving prevention of pollution and compliance with environmental laws and regulations, as they relate to our products.

Awareness:

We will effectively communicate our environmental policy to employees, contractors and suppliers to ensure continuing awareness of environmental issues and provide appropriate training on environmental matters to all employees. We will also ensure that this environmental policy is made available to any other interested party.

Continual Improvement:

We will evaluate and continually improve the effectiveness of our environmental management system through periodic audits, reviews and by ensuring the successful implementation of environmental objectives aimed at improving our overall environmental performance.
Environmental Leadership
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As the world's leading diamond mining company, De Beers is committed to the development of local policies and procedures to minimize the impact of mining on the natural landscape, and to ensure a safe and healthy environment for the communities in which we operate. De Beers' commitment to best environmental management practices has been recognized in other areas where we operate. We recognize that conditions in Canada are unique and we will strive to attain a comparable level of achievement in our Canadian Environmental Management System (EMS). At the end of 2001, all of De Beers' Canadian exploration offices achieved ISO 14001 certification. This represents an important milestone in the company's environmental management program. 

De Beers Canada, active in diamond exploration and mining, is committed to the concept of sustainable development, which requires balancing good stewardship of the natural environment with economic growth.

Accordingly, De Beers Canada Inc. will:  

· Conduct all activities in compliance with applicable legislation, and other requirements, providing for the protection of the environment, employees and the public;  

· Apply appropriate good management practices in the absence of legislation or where De Beers believes more stringent criteria than those required by law are needed to advance environmental protection and to minimize environmental risks;  

· Integrate the management of environmental, social, cultural and economic issues into company business and planning;  

· Protect the environment through the wise use of resources and prevention of adverse environmental impacts, including pollution prevention;  

· Implement, maintain and improve appropriate management systems and programmes to achieve environmental objectives, and to continually improve environmental performance through a process of regular review;  

· Ensure awareness among employees and contractors of this environmental policy, promote shared responsibility and accountability for environmental obligations, and provide the support and training necessary to achieve these objectives; and  

· Communicate openly with governments, employees, local communities and the public to sustain mutual understanding of environmental, social and economic issues.  
DeBeers also identifies more specific environmental policies concerning environmental management systems, resource mining, infrastructure, and impact management.

For more information, check out

www.debeerscanada.com
Legislating Sustainability

Protection of the environment in Canada is the responsibility of all levels of government.  Since the environmental protection did not exist in 1867 when the Fathers of Confederation were dividing up powers amongst the levels of government, it is now a shared effort.

Take notes on the slideshow in class about the jurisdictional analysis of air, water, and waste to gain an understanding of who’s responsible for what in terms of environmental protection.  Given that information, decide what each level of government should be doing to ensure our world is sustainable and then read a little about what each level of government actually is doing to ensure sustainability.  What report-card rating would you give each level of government for their efforts in protecting the air, water, and land?

What Should Governments Be Doing?
	Level of Government
	Air
	Water
	Land (Waste)

	Federal

(Government of Canada)
	
	
	

	Provincial

(Government of Ontario)
	
	
	

	Municipal

(Durham Region)
	
	
	


What Are Governments Doing?
	Level of Government
	Air
	Water
	Land (Waste)

	Federal

(Government of Canada)
	
	
	

	Provincial

(Government of Ontario)
	
	
	

	Municipal

(Durham Region)
	
	
	


Report Card Ratings
	Level of Government
	Air
	Water
	Land (Waste)

	Federal

(Government of Canada)
	
	
	

	Provincial

(Government of Ontario)
	
	
	

	Municipal

(Durham Region)
	
	
	


Legislating Sustainability
Environment Canada
Programs
· Canadian Climate And Surface Water Information 

· Canadian Hurricane Centre 

· Canadian Ice Service 

· The Canadian Wildlife Service 

· EcoAction (National Site) 

· Ecological Monitoring and Assessment Network 

· Economic and Regulatory Affairs Directorate (ERAD) 

· Environmental Assessment Program 

· Environmental Effects Monitoring 

· Environmental Emergencies 

· Environmental Technology Advancement 

· Funding Programs 

· Meteorological Service of Canada 

· National Office of Pollution Prevention 

· National Water Research Institute 

· Oil, Gas and Energy Branch 

· Partners in Flight -- Canada : Canadian Landbird Conservation Program

· Science Horizons : Environment Canada's Youth Internship Program 

· Science and Technology at Environment Canada 

· The St. Lawrence Centre (SLC) 

· Transboundary Movement Branch 

Services
· Departmental Libraries 

· Environment Canada's Main Offices 

· Environment Canada's National and Regional Sites 

· Environmental Emergencies Center Hotline 

· Inquiry Centre 

· Publications 

· Environmental Protection

· Water 

· Weather 

· Air Quality Forecasts 

· Current Conditions and Five-day forecasts 

· E-Weather 

· Weather One-On-One (1-900-565-4455) 

· Weather Warnings 

Legislating Sustainability

Ontario Ministry of the Environment
Programs
· ENFORCEMENT 

· WASTE MANAGEMENT 

· Landfill 

· 3Rs 

· POLLUTION PREVENTION 

· CONTAMINATED SITES 

· The Deloro Mine Site Cleanup Project 

· AIR 

· Air: Smog 

· Air: Acid rain 

· Air: Ozone-depleting substances 

· Air Monitoring 

· CLIMATE CHANGE 

· WATER 

· Water: Great Lakes 

· Water: Inland lakes and rivers 

· Water: Clean water regulations (MISA - Municipal-Industrial Strategy for Abatement) 

· Water: Drinking water 

· Water: Sewage/water treatment 

· Water: Watershed management 

· INDUSTRY CONSERVATION PROGRAMS 

· Green Industry 

· Green Industrial Analyses and Retrofits (GIAR) 

· PESTICIDES 

· SPILLS 

· ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 

· PROJECT PROFILES 

· Green industrial analysis 

· Green industrial retrofits 

· Technology development 

· Environmental technologies 

· VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING (Drive Clean)

For more information, check out

www.ene.gov.on.ca

Legislating Sustainability

Regional Municipalities
Programs
· HEALTH

· Outdoor Air Quality

· PLANNING

· Official Plan Review
· Durham Region Transit Improvement Plan 

· East Cross Forest Task Force 

· Oak Ridges Moraine
· Regional Cycling Plan Study
· Durham Environmental Advisory Committee (DEAC) 

· Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee (DAAC)
· WATER
· Water Supply 

· Water Efficiency 

· Water Efficiency Household Guide 

· Hydrants 

· Watermain Breaks 

· Water Quality Reports 

· Water Testing 

· Water Supply Plants 

· Water Connection Fees 

· Water Frontage Charges 

· Water Meters 

· Water Maintenance Programs
· WASTE
· Curbside Blue Box Recycling 

· Apartment & Townhouse Recycling 

· Garbage & Food Waste Collection 

· Leaf & Yard Waste Collection 

· Bulky & White Goods Collection 

· Composting & Yard Waste 

· Household Hazardous Wastes 

· Durham Waste Disposal Sites
· SEWER
· Sewer System 

· Sewer Main Breaks 

· Sewage Treatment Plants 

· Sewer Frontage Charges  

· Sewer Connection Fees 

· Sewer Backup  

· Sewer Maintenance Programs
Environmental Deregulation Case Study
British Columbia

The Government of British Columbia has instituted an aggressive plan to deregulate provincial policies in every government department and agency, including those charged with various aspects of environmental protection.  Critics say that the loss of regulations will mean greater harm done to the environment.  

Your task is to select a particular aspect of environmental protection (water, mining, wildlife, pesticides, pollution, parks, environmental assessment, agricultural land, forestry, and contaminated sites) and read both sides of the story.  Research what deregulations the government is doing and why they are doing it, and then read the critics view of the deregulations.

Write a two-page case study on your chosen aspect of environmental protection which summarizes the deregulation in progress, and takes a firm stance on whether the deregulation is appropriate or not, complete with sourced evidence to affirm your position.  Some readings are available in class, but you are encouraged to go to their sources and find alternative sources to ensure your research is thorough.

West Coast Environmental Law is BC's legal champion for the environment. Through legal advice, education and advocacy, West Coast provides citizens and organizations with the knowledge, tools and innovative solutions needed to protect our environment and build sustainability locally, nationally and internationally.  Find out more at West Coast Environmental Law’s Environmental Deregulation website:
www.wcel.org/issues/deregulation
When sworn into office on June 5, 2001, the current BC government made a commitment to reduce regulatory burden by 1/3 within three years and appointed a Minister of State Responsible for Deregulation.  This commitment is a key component of government’s strategy to increase British Columbia’s economic and business competitiveness.  Find out more at the website of the BC Ministry of Economic Development Regulatory Reform Office:
www.deregulation.gov.bc.ca

Environmental Deregulation Case Study POINT of VIEW:
Government of British Columbia

Ministry of Energy and Mines

Mining & Minerals

The majority of reductions were achieved through streamlining and results-based revisions to the “Health, Safety and Reclamation Code for Mines in B.C.” (the Code) and related internal policy and procedure manuals.  Results-based revisions to the Code streamlined the regulatory burden related to mining and exploration activities by making the regulations less prescriptive.  The Coal Act and other related regulations were also streamlined.

Oil & Gas

Reductions were primarily achieved by the Oil and Gas Commission (OGC), which is responsible for regulating oil and gas activity and pipelines in BC.   OGC regulatory policy has been streamlined and significant regulatory reforms are currently underway.  The Oil and Gas Commission reductions were mainly achieved through the: 

· consolidation and streamlining of forms; 

· updating the Oil and Gas Handbook to an on-line document; and, 

· transformation of checklists into the on-line Application Reference Book.
These changes have primarily reduced the regulatory burden on industry front-line application staff.  The Applications Reference Book is a one-window guidance portal for completing applications and provides access to up-to-date oil and gas information for industry, stakeholders and the general public.
Electricity & Alternative Energy

Reductions have been made largely through repeal or modification of existing legislation or through changes required for the implementation of the province’s new energy policy, “Energy for Our Future: A Plan for B.C.”.

For example, revisions to the Hydro and Power Authority Act were completed to support implementation of the government's new energy plan, “Energy for Our Future: A Plan for B.C.” and to help increase investment in energy resource development.  These reduced regulatory burden for both government and sector clients and also helped clarify BC Hydro's authority.  Specifically, the amendments:

· repeal obsolete requirements for independent power producers to provide information to BC Hydro;

· repeal obsolete sinking fund and auditor related requirements and redundant annual report requirements; and,

· eliminate serious commercial deficiencies for third parties in situations of partnership or joint venture with BC Hydro.

Ministry of Forests

Streamlining the Forest Practices Code of British Columbia Act and Associated Regulations

In its New Era document, Government promised to streamline the Forest Practices Code (FPC) to establish a new forest and range planning and practices framework, with tough penalties for non-compliance.

The Forests Statutes Amendment Act (No. 2), 2002 which came into effect on December 17, 2002 streamlined the Forest Practices Code of British Columbia Act and associated regulations as part of the transition to the new, results-based Forest and Range Practices Act.

The Red Tape Reduction Task Force had identified the approval process for forest development as a specific priority that should be reviewed as part of the deregulation initiative.  The Forests Statutes Amendment Act (No. 2), 2002 removed joint decisions and joint actions from all Forest Practices Code regulations, eliminated the requirement for government review and approval of site plans and streamlined administration for other operational plans.

The streamlining amendments reduced the regulatory burden while continuing to maintain high environmental standards.  The Act will remain in place until December 2005, when the Forest Range and Practices Act comes fully into effect.

Forest and Range Practices Act and Regulations Implementation

In its New Era document, government committed to establish a workable results-based code with tough penalties for non-compliance.


The Forest and Range Practices Act and regulations came into effect on January 31, 2004.  This Act maintains high environmental standards on Crown forest and range lands and provides a more streamlined planning process for forest and range management.  By using a results-based approach, the regulatory requirements from the existing Forest Practices Code are reduced by 55 per cent and the Ministry of Forests overall regulatory count drops by about 50 per cent.  

Forestry Revitalization Plan

Government’s New Era plan for revitalizing forestry in B.C. is outlined in the Forestry Revitalization Plan, introduced in March 2003.  The plan is aimed at:

· creating new forest sector opportunities

· opening up market for B.C. forest products

· ensuring sustainable forest practices

The Forestry Revitalization Plan will create a forest sector that offers more opportunities for British Columbians.  Its goals include a renewed, more dynamic forest sector that opens up opportunities for First Nations, new entrepreneurs and B.C. communities, removes barriers to regional job creation, and that can create and capitalize on innovations and successes.  There will be room for new operators that can create jobs and other benefits for forest communities and the entire province will be better prepared to respond to new market demands.

Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management

Environmental Assessment
A new Environmental Assessment Act was brought into force on December 30, 2002, replacing the former process for evaluating and managing the adverse effects of major projects in British Columbia.  The new Act introduces a much more flexible system, and allows review procedures to be tailored to project circumstances, and to focus more effectively on the strategic issues relevant to project acceptability.

The previous Environmental Assessment Act had been criticized as prescriptive and inflexible by industry.  It prescribed a single review procedure which had to be followed for every project review.  Accountability for the process was difficult to establish because reviews were steered by project committees of federal, provincial and local government agencies and First Nations.  Overall review durations of several years were not uncommon, and the process was costly for both government and proponents.

Land and Water British Columbia

The land and water Policy and Procedure Re-write and Minor Legislative Change Amendment Project included the reviewing, reformatting and revision of all land and water policies, procedures and agreements.  Recommendations were identified by the Red Tape Reduction Task Force to reduce red tape and address land and water application backlogs.  The Re-write Project continues to support backlog reduction and streamlining application processing by updating existing protocol agreements, redefining responsibilities and business processes and updating strategic policy and operational procedures. 

Agricultural Land Reserve

The adoption of the Agricultural Land Commission Act and Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) regulation - replaced 3 Acts and 5 regulations with new single Act and regulation, effective Nov. 1, 2002


The Red Tape Reduction Task Force identified opportunity for deregulation for ALR as a priority, using a flexible, common sense approach.  The objectives of deregulation were supported by reducing regulatory burden, streamlining, increased efficiency, increased timeliness of approvals, harmonization, industry self-regulation, results-based regulation, expanding uses permitted in the ALR and adopting new processes.  For example:

· soil removal and fill applications/permits were replaced by a notice provision and conditions which reduced timelines and costs to industry

· streamlining procedures has reduced costs associated with the administration of the Agricultural Land Reserve

· the inclusion of accessory, value-added and compatible uses as  permitted uses within the Agricultural Land Reserve, broadened economic opportunities for landowners

Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection

Elimination of Overlap and Duplication with Federal Regulations

The Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection has worked hard in the last three years to be innovative and improve the quality of its regulatory framework.  Since 2001, the Ministry has completed a number of significant reforms which have contributed to the environmental and economic well-being of the province.

The implementation of the new Environmental Management Act (EMA) and the Integrated Pest Management Act will put in place innovative, risk and results-based frameworks, that are more responsive to social and economic conditions, as well as advances in science and technology.  
These Acts will make a positive impact on the provincial economy by reducing business costs, encouraging investment and innovation, and increasing business certainty, while maintaining B.C.’s high environmental standards.  These modern frameworks allow for the elimination of low to medium risk permits in favour of codes of practice and pest management plans.  This new approach will mean that only high-risk activities will continue to require permits. The Red Tape Reduction Task Force indicated these areas as a priority for review.

The Ministry will continue to work to put in place regulations, codes of practice and management plans under these Acts.

The Ministry amended the Pulp Mill and Pulp and Paper Mill Effluent Control Regulation to set a new, scientifically-based limit to control AOX discharges from pulp mills.  This amendment protects the environment, encourages investment in this sector, and protects thousands of jobs in communities around the province. 

The Ministry repealed the Weather Modification Act because it was no longer needed.  The Act required persons wishing to physically or chemically change the atmosphere, such as cloud seeding to make rain, to obtain a permit.  Since the Act was created in 1973, only one permit application has ever been received.

The repeal of the Motor Vehicle Emissions Reduction Regulation (Waste Management Act) eliminated overlap between provincial and federal legislation.  This has resulted in an improved business climate in the province as manufacturers and dealers now only have to comply with one set of emission standards.

Environmental Deregulation Case Study POINT of VIEW:
West Coast Environmental Law

The BC provincial government set a target of eliminating one third of all regulations. Despite promising to do this while maintaining high environmental standards, it is becoming apparent that both standards and the ability to enforce them are suffering under the deregulation and budget cutting initiatives.

Water 

The provincial government's new Riparian Areas Regulation weakens protection for fish habitat, giving wriggle room for developers who want to build close to the banks of fish bearing streams. However, local governments can still protect the environment by developing more stringent protection for fish-bearing streams

Mining 

BC's mining industry opposed many of the environmental reforms of the 90's proposing legislative rollbacks and deregulation. The new government has responded and West Coast has tracked the changes and reports on their potential impacts. 

Wildlife

Amendments to the Wildlife Act to enhance endangered species protection sound like a good thing, but Bill 51 proposes to put political decisions ahead of science. While the amendments do expand provincial powers to protect species at risk, there is no requirement to identify and protect the species that really need help.

Pesticides

On May 13, 2003 the Minister of Water, Land, and Air Protection introduced Bill 53, a new Integrated Pest Management Act, which will replace British Columbia's Pesticide Control Act. Theoretically, government's role will shift from 'front end' authorization to detecting and punishing companies that are not following their own plans or government technical standards after the fact. However, when these changes are coupled with staff and budget cuts, it is questionable whether government will in fact be able to effectively monitor the amount of pesticides applied in BC and sanction against misuse. 

Pollution 

The BC government passed the new Environmental Management Act on October 21, 2003. When it is brought into force, the Act will replace BC’s main pollution law, the Waste Management Act, with a new regime that is part of the BC government’s deregulation initiative. The Waste Disposal Regulation, created under the Environmental Management Act, is expected to eliminate about 80% or more of existing waste permits. 

Parks 

Bill 84, the Parks and Protected Areas Statutes Amendment Act, 2003, weakens Park Act restrictions on development in provincial parks, authorizes petroleum and natural gas removal from parks and changes seven park boundaries. 

Environmental Assessment 

The BC government has rewritten the Environmental Assessment Act, replacing the previous assessment process. West Coast's analysis shows how this is a dramatic step backward for environmental assessment in BC. 

Agricultural Land and Greenbelt Protection 

Bill 21, the Agricultural Land Commission Act replaces the previous Agricultural Land Reserve Act incorporating many of the provisions of the old Act, along with a number of key structural and substantive changes. 

Forestry 

The BC government introduced what it called "results based" forest management legislation in the fall of 2002. The legislation - following on the heels of changes to the Forest Act - deregulates forest management in BC and enables future "results based" regulations. 

Contaminated Sites 

Following industry complaints, the BC Government struck an Advisory Panel to recommend changes to BC's Contaminated Sites Regulations. West Coast's analysis of the Panel's interim report shows the recommendations will likely lead to more contaminated site problems and increased liability for the taxpayer. 

For more information, check out

www.wcel.org/issues/deregulation

www.ec.gc.ca





www.region.durham.on.ca








